University of Bradford e-portfolio module
Background:

Learners were enrolled on a 5 credit foundation level module at the University. Learners are asked to complete an electronic portfolio to encourage them to think about entering higher education and to make informed and / or realistic choices about their future education, and to help them put together a personal statement for University admission. 

This is a new module, developed as part of this pilot, designed to exploit the features offered by the e-Portfolio system. It is designed to help the students develop their awareness of and record their achievements, build their confidence and raise their aspirations to enter H.E. and help them plan what they need to do to achieve this. The module is part of the University's Compact scheme to encourage wider participation in Higher Education. www.elp.ac.uk.
Mariam’s thoughts on using an e-portfolio to help apply to University

Mariam is a sixth form student studying for A-level subjects in Bradford. She started using an e-portfolio in the first year of her two year course. The aim of e-portfolio was to help students apply to University by getting them to make better choices and start considering their options at an earlier stage. 

Mariam had a pretty good idea of what she wanted to do when she left school, “I’m going to go to University and do Business and Management”. However, she did concede that using the e-portfolio “did give me a chance to look into other things that were available to me”. She considered studying Law but by being encouraged to use the e-portfolio to do further research and complete a career plan she realised it was not for her. This additional research also helped her confidence, “since I researched certain subjects that I wanted to go into it made me more confident (in applying to University)”. 
Mariam felt that the UCAS application process was made easier and quicker because of the work she had put into her e-portfolio. She was able to apply by November and had an offer by the January application deadline. This had an unexpected ‘knock-on’ effect on other students as explained by Mariam’s teacher “it gave the students who had not done the e-portfolio a push to get their applications in”. The other students were able to see that Mariam and her group were making good progress with their applications and it really spurred them into action.

It was definitely worthwhile using the e-portfolio to help apply to University, “yes it was helpful”. However, as we all know and as Mariam points out, “you don’t have to always like something for it to be helpful”. This was followed by a nervous laugh from her peers and I think neatly sums up the mood amongst all the students who used the e-portfolio. At times they found it annoying and could not see the point but at the end they acknowledge that it did help them think about their future and to start planning for it sooner.

Finally, Mariam was asked how she could see e-portfolio being used when she got to University, “to help record progress”. At last it felt like the notion of planning and recording learning and the idea of lifelong learning was starting to dawn on Mariam and her peers.
