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Which technologies 

make the most useful 

learning spaces?

ÅLooking for the future 

óclassroomsô?
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The ópre-technologyô world:

where did learning take place?

ÅThe lecture room?

ÅThe seminar room?

ÅThe café?

ÅThe library?

ÅThe private study space?



4

New lines of conflict:

the collision of learning spaces

The formal, public, controlled
The institutional world of control and individual assessment

The collaborative, informal, exploratory
The world of facilitation and enquiry 

The personal, private and exclusive
Talking to invited friends only
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The lines of conflict:

the collision of learning spaces

The formal, public, controlled
The institutional world of control and 
individual assessment

The collaborative, informal, exploratory
The world of facilitation and enquiry 

The personal, private and exclusive

Web 2.0 software now available across the whole spectrum
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The collision of learning spaces: do we 

need 3?

6

óLIBRARY/MUSEUMô vs PLAYGROUND vs REFUGE

The web 2.0 software         
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So what will our University 

look like?

Social

Space
Formal

Space

Private

Space



8

So what will our University 

look like?

Social

Space
Formal

Space

Private

Space



9



10

But donôt we need 4 spaces? 

ÅNeed a ósafeô, ócontrolledô, ónon-corporateô 

space for discussion and experimentation
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Institutions need to accommodate/plan for

4 inter -related learning spaces

óMUSEUMô   vs PLAYGROUND    vs SALOON      vs REFUGE

The web 2.0 software         
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Some inspirations 

ÅTESEP project

ÅMoves towards ónon-corporateô 

corporate innovation?:

ïOremi

ïCommunity at Brighton

ïAnd experience at Bradford é

http://www2.napier.ac.uk/transform/
http://www2.napier.ac.uk/transform/
http://oremi.swan.ac.uk/
http://community.brighton.ac.uk/


13

Example: Background

ÅRecent learning theory has recognised the social nature 

of learning (Leslie & Landon, 2008) and the importance of 

discussion online (Laurillard, 2001) .

ÅUniversity of Bradford MEd Training and Development 

degree (distance learning)

ÅThe course: 

ï2 year part-time professional course for Trainers & HRD 

staff

ñStudying is more of a team sport than I realised. I really miss 

énot being able to talk stuff through down the pub.ò student blog post 

in first few weeks of course.
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Example: The Tools

Å members only social network for each 

cohort of students.

ÅFacilities include: blogs, images, discussion 

forums, personal page, video, audio, ability to 

embed any type of web2.0 widget & RSS feeds

ÅWidgets used:
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Delicious 
social 
bookmarks 
widget

Recent 
activity

Forum

Aggregated 
student 
blogs

Podcasts

Reading 
material 
widget

Member 
photos


